296 — ORDINANCE NO. 2022-14

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REPLACE 245 ORDINANCE NO. 2016-08 FOR THE
PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A UNIFIED UTILITY BILLING PROCESS; USAGE FEES;
CONNECTION FEES; CONNECTION REQUIREMENTS AND COLLECTION POLICIES.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE TOWN OF ALPINE THAT THE
FOLLOWING SHALL REGULATE WATER AND SEWER SYSTEM FEES, CONNECTION
REQUIREMENTS, BILLING AND COLLECTION POLICY IN THE TOWN OF ALPINE,
WYOMING.

Section I: Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any reason
held invalid or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of the ordinance.

Section II: Ordinances Repealed

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby
repealed.

Section III: Effective Date

This ordinance shall be effective on the date of passage. All billing for rates specified herein shall
begin on the first billing period after passing and approval of this Ordinance.

Section IV: Water Connection Fees and Requirements.
1. Water Connection Fees.

A water connection may be installed upon the full payment of the connection fees, the
completion of the building application process, and after issuance of the building permit.
Payment of the water connection fee provides the applicant a license to connect to the
Town’s culinary water system within one (1) year from the date of the payment of the
connection fee. Upon a timely (prior to one year from the date fees were paid) written
request to the Town Council, a one-time, one year extension may be granted by the
Town Council for demonstration of good cause by the applicant. A one hundred dollar
($100.00) fee shall be charged for the connection extension. If not instalied by the by
the one-time extension deadline, all fees paid shall be forfeited and the license to connect
to the culinary water system shall be revoked. There shall be no refunds of Water
Connection Fees,
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Water Connection fees:

%a inch $3,500.00

1linch $5,000.00
1'% inch $6,500.00
2 inch $10,000.00

2. Water Connection Requirements.

A. Town Responsibility. The Town of Alpine shall be responsible for the water
service from the main to the limit of the road right of way or easement. Water service
connections shall include, as a part of the connection fee, the mainline tap, service
saddle, corporation stop, curb stop valve, radio read meter, meter adapters, touchpad
and wire or other equipment that the Town may require for a water service
connection. The items provided by the Town of Alpine shall remain the property of the
Town of Alpine and access to this equipment is limited to authorized Town personnel
or authorized agents of the town. Unauthorized access or tampering with this
equipment is a misdemeanor and shall be punishable by a fine of no more than seven
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00) per incident, or in the event the access or tampering
continues on a daily basis, per day.

B. Owner Responsibility. The owner shall be responsible for furnishing and
installing the service line from the limit of the road the right of way or easement, and
all other required water service components, including the installation of a DEQ
approved dual-check valve and pressure regulating valve where required.

C. Individual Meters Required. All new businesses and residences shall have their
own water meter. Each property shall have as a minimum one water meter, provided
by the Town, per property which shall be installed in accordance with Town
specifications. Additional meters may be added if desired at the landowner’s expense,
however no additional connection fees shall be required for additional meters
connected to the same service.

D. Installation Criteria. All service line pipe and components past the curb stop
valve, other than the town furnished radio read water meter, are the owner’s
responsibility and shall comply with the International Building Code (IBC) or other
codes adopted by the Town of Alpine, Wyoming DEQ standards and other standards
or requirements adopted by the Town. Water services lines shall be installed at a
sufficient depth and/or insulated to prevent freezing.

E. Town Oversight and Inspection. The Town of Alpine shall be notified a
minimum one (1) full working day in advance of any excavation relating to a
connection to the Town’s water system. All new connections shall be tested and
inspected by a Town representative. New service lines shall also be flushed to remove
dirt and debris from the service line prior to use. Any person making unauthorized
service connections shall pay a fine of no more than seven hundred fifty dollars
($750.00) per incident and at their expense be required to re-expose the entire line
and pay for inspection by the Town. The landowner shall be held liable for any
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3.

damage or additional fees and costs resulting from any failure to comply with this
ordinance.

Water Connection Dates.

The Town of Alpine prohibits new water connections involving excavations within the
Town owned right of way or a prescribed Town utility easement between the dates of
November 15 and April 15 unless for emergency purposes or otherwise pre-approved by
the Town.

Water Connection Fees Outside Municipal Limits

A separate fee schedule shall apply to new water connections located outside of the town
limits which fees shall be governed by the Wyoming Public Service Commission for
services within the jurisdiction of the Wyoming Public Service Commission. All other water
connections located outside the municipal limits shall be charged one and one-half (1 2)
times the connection fees for property located withing the incorporated boundaries of the
Town of Alpine.

Section V: ewer Connection Fees and Requirements.

1'

Sewer Connection Fees.

A sewer connection may be installed after all sewer connection fees have been paid in
full; the building application process has been completed and a building permit is

issued. Payment of the sewer connection fee provides the applicant with the ability to
connect to the Town'’s sewer system within one (1) year from the date of the petition and
payment of the connection fee. Upon a timely (prior to one year from the date fees were
paid) written request to the Town Council, a one-time, one year extension may be
granted by the Town Council, upon demonstration of good cause by the applicant. A one
hundred dollar ($100.00) fee shall be charged for the connection extension. If not
completed by the extension deadline, all fees paid shall be forfeited and the license to
connect to the sewer system shall be revoked. There shall be no refunds of Sewer
Connection Fees.

A. Atthe end of the one year from the date the initial connection fee was paid, all
inactive sewer taps shall be assessed a monthly readiness-to-serve fee, per ERU,
in accordance with the effective monthly sewer use fee schedule provided in
attached Exhibit A. Failure to pay any applicable readiness-to-serve fee shall be
cause for revocation of the original building permit and nullification of the
application for sewer service.

B. All fees are non-refundable. There shall be no waiver of fees. If a sewer
connection is not completed within the above stated mandatory time period the
connection fee shall be forfeited.

C. The cost of the sewer connection shall be calculated as multiples of ERUs in
accordance with Exhibit A, “Sewage Hookup Fee and Monthly Use Fee Calculation
Table” attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein, which is based
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upon a residential ERU of 250/375 gpd average day/maximum day flow and base
fee of $9,000.

2. Previous Connection Fee Agreements / Amortization.

All contracts, agreements and extensions to the original agreements on connection
fees in Phase I and Phase II of the Town of Alpine shall terminate according to the
terms of the Agreements. Any reference to “amortization” or reference to financing
in the agreements is hereby stricken. Said references shall be termed as lease
agreements and lease payments. Any outstanding amounts due under these
agreements are hereby declared “residual amounts”. Upon sale of the real property
for which the sewer connection has been leased under the agreements, any
outstanding residual amounts shall be paid immediately.

3. wer ion Reqyi n

A. Town Responsibility. The Town of Alpine shall be responsible for the sewer
service from the main to the limit of the road right of way or easement. Sewer
service connections shall include, as a part of the connection fee, the mainline
tap, service saddle, and other equipment that the Town may require for a sewer
service connection. The items provided by the Town of Alpine shall remain the
property of the Town of Alpine and access to this equipment is limited to
authorized Town personnel or authorized agents of the town. Unauthorized
access or tampering with this equipment is a class C misdemeanor and shall be
punishable by a fine of no more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00) per
incident.

B. Owner Responsibility. The owner shall be responsible for furnishing and
installing the service line beyond the right of way / easement and all other
required sewer service components.

C. Installation Criteria. All service lines and components past limits of the right
of way or easement are the owner’s responsibility and shall comply with the
International Building Code (IBC) as adopted by the Town of Alpine, Wyoming
DEQ standards and other standards or requirements adopted by the Town.
Sewer services lines shall be installed at a sufficient depth and/or insulated to
prevent freezing.

D. Town Oversight and Inspection. The Town of Alpine shall be notified a
minimum one (1) full working day in advance of any excavation relating to a
connection to the Town'’s sewer system. All new connections shall be tested
and inspected by a Town representative. New service lines shall also be flushed
to remove dirt and debris prior to use. Persons making unauthorized service
connections shall pay a fine of no more than seven hundred fifty dollars
($750.00) per incident and at their expense be required to re-expose the entire
line and pay for inspection by the Town. The landowner shall be heid liable for
any damage or additional fees and costs resulting from any failure to comply
with this ordinance.
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Backflow Preventer Required. Where users have drains or other plumbing
fixture(s) less than twenty-four (24) inches above the elevation of the rim of the
next upstream manhole, the user shall install a Town approved backflow
prevention device in an accessible location on the service line serving said
fixture(s). The landowner shall be responsible for the proper operation and
maintenance of the black flow device.

4. ERU Determination: The Town shall determine the number of ERUs assigned to all
new connections. New Construction in areas currently serviced by the existing
collection system:

A.

Connection fees and monthly user fees for new or modified non-residential use
connections shall be based on ERUs to be determined after two years of water
use data are available. The water use shall be based upon the maximum day
flows using: 1) actual data from a water meter installed on the building
plumbing to accurately monitor total wastewater generated; or 2) other
accurate wastewater data collected using a method approved in advance by the
Town of Alpine. For new non-residential connections to the Town collection
system, a deposit for the connection fee, a minimum of one ERU, shall be
required to be paid to the Town, in advance, based on information the Town
can gather and the landowner can provide about an existing or proposed
business. Such connection fee shall be as detailed in Exhibit A. The user fee
shall initially be based on the ERU allocation for which the deposit is paid and
shall be due monthly.

After two years of water usage has been accumulated on a non-residential
property, actual use shall determine the number of ERUs, connection fee
allocation and monthly user fee allocation in accordance with Exhibit A attached
hereto and incorporated by reference herein. Thereafter, the connection fee and
the monthly user fees shall be adjusted according to that newly arrived at ERU
allocation based on the measured maximum day usage. The Town reserves the
right to require additional use data beyond the two-year period to ensure the
calculated wastewater use rates and ERUs are accurate. Usage that varies by
more than ten percent of previously measured maximum day flow may, at the
Town' s discretion, be subject to a re-evaluation in required connection and use
fees.

Residential lots shall have a minimum of one (1) ERU allocated to each use.
Separate ownership interests on a property such as condominiums, commercial
property and multi-family structures shall be charged by ERU per individual unit
as detailed in Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein.

The Town of Alpine reserves the right to adjust assigned ERUs to any user, or
groups of users where sewage generation exceeds the standard 250 / 375 gpd
average /maximum day use per previously assigned ERU, based on either
measured water usage or measured delivered sewage.

The ERU allocations assume sewage contribution having a concentration of less
than 300 mg/l of BOD, COD or TSS. Sewage contribution having a higher
concentration, if acceptable by the Town of Alpine shall be subject to a
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concentration surcharge determined by the Town as specified in Town 170-
Ordinance No. 2008-26.

F. Monthly user fees for expansions or remodels on an existing service shall be
based on the new use,

5. No New Permanent Septic Tank/Leach field Permits

Beginning at the effective date of this ordinance, no permanent septic tank/leach field
permits shall be issued to existing or new facilities that have reasonable access to
existing sewer collection system.

6. Sewer Connection Dates.

The Town of Alpine prohibits new sewer connections involving excavations within a
Town right of way or a prescribed Town utility easement between the dates of
November 15 and April 15 unless for emergency purposes or otherwise pre-approved
by the Town.

7. for Pre-Existin tic Systems that fail rate pr rly.

Any lot owner with an existing structure that has reasonable access to the Town
collection system, who has a septic system/leach field that fails to operate properly or
becomes an environmental or public health concern, as determined by the Town of
Alpine, shall be required to abandon that septic system/leach field and connect to the
collection system within sixty (60) days following notification from the Town. If the
notification of failure occurs after September 15, the connection shall be made by June
15 of the following year.

8. A ment of Existing Septic Tanks

It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to properly abandon existing
septic tanks within thirty (30) days of the time connection is made to the Town sewer
collection system. Abandonment shall be in accordance with Town of Alpine and
Wyoming DEQ requirements. Abandoned tanks shall be inspected by a representative
from the Town

9. Additional Fees.

If any of the above connection fees do not fully cover the total costs incurred by the
Town for the sewer connection, additional costs and fees shall be assessed.

10. Properties Requiring Pump Stations.

Special provisions shall apply to properties that are within reasonable access of the
Town of Alpine’s collection system and have a demonstrated need (to the satisfaction
of the Town Engineer) for a pump station. These properties shall pay the same
connection fees and readiness to serve fees specified in this ordinance. In addition,
the pump station and discharge line shall be required to meet additional Town
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specifications. The pump station shall be purchased and installed at the property
owner’s expense.

11.Lots without Reasonable Access to the Existin wer Collection System.

Landowners with properties located within the Alpine municipal limits that do not have
reasonable access to the Town of Alpine sewer system (determined by the Town in
accordance with Ordinance 170), shall be required to obtain an on-site wastewater
permit for new construction in accordance with Wyoming DEQ requirements,
Documentation of an approved permit shall be provided before issuance of a building
permit by the Town.

Upon approval by the Town, Landowners may at their own expense, connect to the
sewer collection system by extending the sewer service line or collection line. Such
connections shall be subject to meeting all Town and DEQ requirements. Any sewer
service line serving more than one building shall require a DEQ “Permit-to-Construct”
and the consent of the Town of Alpine, subject to town engineer review.

12.0rdinance 170 — ORDINANCE NO. 2008-26

Ordinance 170 provides additional requirements, penalties, definitions, prohibitions to
the Town of Alpine Sewer System and Treatment Plant which shall apply to all new
and existing sewer service connections and use of the Town sewer system

13. Sewer Connection Fees Qutside Municipal Limits.

A separate fee schedule shall apply to properties that connect to the Alpine sewer
system that are located outside of the municipal limits.

Section VI: Utility Usage Rates.
1. Water Usage Rates

A. Base Rate. The base rate for water shall be as follows for all sizes of service

connections:
FY 2023 (Upon adoption) $29.00/month
FY 2025 (July 1, 2024) $31.00/month
FY 2027 (July 1, 2026) $33.00/month

In addition to the monthly base rate, water usage shall be assessed at the rate of Two
Dollars ($2.00) per 1000 gallons. The water usage shall be computed annually and
billed monthly at 1/12™ of the total annual amount measured. In the event the water
meter used to measure the use is inoperative or defective, the Town shall use the best
available water use data to determine the appropriate rate, which may be adjusted as
additional use data is collected.
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B. Temporary Water Use. Water provided on a temporary basis (such as construction
use from a fire hydrant) shall require a one hundred dollar ($100.00) hook up fee per
use and the user shall pay a transaction fee of Four Dollars ($4.00) per 1000 gallons
(or portion thereof). This water usage shall be metered or measured in a manner
acceptable to the Town of Alpine.

C. New User Rate. The monthly rate for new water users shall be $36.00 per month for
one year. After one year of water usage data has been accumulated, the actual annual
use shall determine the usage assessment described VI.A.1. Any excess or deficiency
from previous amounts paid shall be adjusted and the user shall either pay the
deficiency or be credited the excess payment and the monthly user fee shall be
adjusted according to that newly calculated actual water usage. The new user
monthly rate shall increase as follows:

FY 2023 (Upon adoption) $50.33/month
FY 2025 (July 1, 2024) $52.33/month
FY 2027 (July 1, 2026) $54.33/month

D. Readiness to Serve Fee. A monthly readiness to serve fee shall be charged to all
vacant or unconnected platted lots within the Town of Alpine that have reasonable
access to the water system. The rate for the readiness to serve fee shall follow the
water base rates listed above in VL. 1. A, which are in effect at the time, without the
usage fees.

E. Water Usage Rates for Users Outside Municipal Limits. Water rates for users
located outside the municipal limits shall be governed by a separate schedule of rates
determined by the Town and approved by the Wyoming Public Service Commission.
Properties not located within the jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission shall be
billed at one and one-half (1Y2) times the rates for property withing the incorporated
limits of the Town of Alpine,

2. Sewer Usage Rates.

A. Base Rates. Billing for sewer service shall be for the first full month after
connection to the Town Sewer and shall be billed monthly thereafter and shall be
subject to the penalties below. Fees for sewer user fees and sewer readiness to
serve fees are as follows:

FY 2023 (Upon adoption) $54.00/ERU/month
FY 2025 (July 1, 2024) (TBD on FY 2025 Budget Ordinance)
FY 2027 (July 1, 2026) (TBD on FY 2027 Budget Ordinance)

B. Readiness to Serve Fee. Monthly readiness to serve fees shall be charged to
properties in Phase I and Phase II of the Town of Alpine in accordance with the
rates set forth in VI. 2. A,, in effect at the time, and subject to the penalties below.
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C. Sewer Usage Rates for Out of Municipal Users. A separate set of sewer rates

Section VII:

tili

shall apply to users located outside of the Municipal limits which shall be one and
one-half (1%2) times the rate within the incorporated boundaries of the Town of
Alpine.

Billing an llection. Billing shall be in accordance with the rates set forth

above and shall be subject to the penalties below.

2. Billing for Utility Usage
Billing for water shall begin the first full month after installation of the meter and bills shall
be issued monthly thereafter. Users shall be liable for payment whether or not the service
is being utilized.

AI

Dl

Readiness to Serve Fee - Billing for readiness to serve fees shall be in
accordance with the requirements set forth in this ordinance, the rates above
and shall be subject to the penalties below and shall be billed monthly and shall
begin the first month following the adoption of this ordinance.

Meter Reading - The Town shall read all water meters one time per year. The
Town shall bill all users monthly, based on the usage rate in Section VI. The
annual meter reading shall be used to compute average monthly use and the
monthly bills.

Billing Policy — Bills for water and sewer (connection and readiness to serve
fees) shall be mailed to all users no later than the fifth (5*) day of the following
month due. Payment shall be due on the twenty fifth (25") of the month the bill
is sent out. Payments received after the next billing cycle shall be assessed a
five dollar ($5.00) late charge. At the next billing cycle, delinquent accounts
shall be sent a delinquency notice. If amounts due for water or sewer are not
paid by sixty (60) days from when first due, water may be disconnected with a
notice provided ten (10) days prior to disconnection.

Discontinuance of Service for Failure to Comply with Regulations or
Pay Charges - All delinquent payments shall become a lien on the property.
The owner of the property shall be held responsible for any delinquent payments
that were assessed during the time that the property was leased or rented to any
other person. If the property is sold or transferred, the new owner shall be
required to bring current all delinquent payments prior to the activation of water
service to the property.

3. Disconnect Policies

A. Failure to Pay - When service is disconnected pursuant to a disconnect notice

for failure to pay amounts due on an account, the consumer shall be charged a
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4,

5.

disconnect fee of sixty dollars ($60). Service shall be reinstated upon request by
the property owner and payment of all amounts due, and a sixty dollar ($60)
reconnection fee, plus payment of the base rate and the usage amounts for the
months the service was disconnected. Water shall not be reinstated until all
amounts are paid in full.

Winter Months - The Town of Alpine shall not disconnect water service for a
delinquency in payment of water or sewer fees for a residence between
December 1 of one year and April 1 of the next year. Businesses may be
disconnected from water service for a delinquency in payment of water or sewer
fees at any time of the year. The Town of Alpine shall not be liable for any
damage or loss which may result from disconnection.

Voluntary Short-Term Connection/Disconnect For Service - A service fee
of thirty dollars ($30.00) shall be charged for turning water off at the curb stop
for a period of up to three (3) weeks. (This fee has no relation to a disconnect
fee for failure to pay and is a service provided to the consumer for work on their
system or to conduct inspections.) This fee would also apply to turning the
service on within the three-week period. Base rates for water shall still be
charged during any voluntary short term disconnect for service.

Voluntary Long Term Disconnect/Re-Connect - Upon request by a
consumer, the town shall shut (i.e. close the main curb stop valve) water service
off to a property. The Town of Alpine shall not be liable for any loss, injury or
for any impacts resulting from a disconnected water service. The consumer shall
be charged on a monthly basis at the base rate during such time that service is
disconnected and for all water previously used during the annual usage period as
described in Section IV. I. A. The consumer shall also be charged a disconnection
fee of thirty dollars ($30.00), a reconnection fee of thirty dollars ($30.00) ptus all
actual labor, equipment and material costs.

Transfer of Service

Where existing service is in place the transferee shall complete a transfer application,
provide a copy of the deed or transfer instrument and pay a fee of two hundred-fifty
dollars ($250.00).

Returned Check Fee

A service fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be charged for all returned checks. This fee
shall be added to the user’s account or as determined by the Town Treasurer. Should a
user have three checks returned during one calendar year, that user shall, for the next
six-month period following notice of such requirement, pay all water bills in cash, a
cashier’s check, or a money order. After such six-month period, the user may begin
paying water bills with personal checks again, subject to the limitations above.

Renter i
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The Town of Alpine shall, at the written request of the property owner and consent of
the renter, change the billing name and mailing address into a renter’s name for billing
purposes for fee of thirty dollars ($30.00). However, the property owner remains liable
for payment. Delinquent payments shall become a lien against the property. The property
owner shall be notified when an account becomes delinquent, in accordance to the billing
policy, Section VII.

7. Liens

If any water fee, sewer fee, readiness to serve fee or amortization fee is not paid within
thirty (30) days after it is due, the amount thereof, together with a penalty of ten percent
(10%), and a reasonable attorney’s fee, may be recovered in a civil action by the town.
The Town may cause a lien to be filed against the owner’s property in the amount of any
judgment obtained in a civil action.

Section VIII: Special Provisions

1. Adjustment of Water and Sewer Connection

The Town of Alpine shall have the authority adjust water and sewer connection fees and
user fees set forth in this ordinance for new service connections that involve one or more
of the following criteria:

A. Developments which involve the installation and public dedication of significant
privately funded water and or sewer infrastructure, that have the potential to enable
additional utility connections or provide access to lands that can connect to the Town
facilities in the future.

B. Connections involving property with demonstrated public health or environmental
issues.

C. Connections which deliver other public benefits to the Town such as utility easements
granted to the Town, water supply sources used by the Town, land donated to the
Town, current or future nearby jobs, and future local business development.

The amount and type of fee adjustment shall be determined by the Town which shall
as a minimum consider the following factors:

Current utility system capacities

Future system municipal obligations.

The value of new infrastructure associated with the proposed connection.

Number of potential future connections and areas served.

Dedication of the associated water and sewer infrastructure to the Town of Alpine.
Impacts on current operation costs and debt obligations.

Details and documentation of the public health or environmental issues where
applicable.

¢ Details and documentation of any proposed public benefits.
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e Details regarding the easement, water source, or land that may be donated to the
Town.

» Details of the proposed connection.

2. Usage Fees Paid by the Town of Alpine

The Town of Alpine shall pay the same usage rate for water and sewer as other users
within the municipal limits as identified under Section VI of this ordinance including all
public buildings and open space.

Section IX: This ordinance passed an ved on the followin tes:

Passed and approved on first reading this 19* day of July 2022.

VOTE: 5 YES_0_NO_O ABSTAIN__0 _ ABSENT

Passed and approved on second reading this 10" day of August 2022.

VOTE: 5 YES_0O NO_O ABSTAIN__ 0 ABSENT

Passed and approved on second reading this 16™ day of August 2022.

VOTE: 5 YES_0 NO __0O _ABSTAIN _0O ABSENT

—

SIGNED:

W. KENNIS LUTZ, MAYOR}

'SHARON L. BACKUS, CLERK/TREASURER

ATTESTATION OF THE TOWN CLERK
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STATE OF WYOMING )
COUNTY OF LINCOLN )
TOWN OF ALPINE )

I hereby certify that the forgoing 296 Ordinance No. 2022-14 shall be duly posted for ten (10)
days in the Town Clerk’s Office.

I further certify that the forgoing Ordinance was duly recorded in the BOOK OF ORDINANCES
VI, TOWN OF ALPINE, LINCOLN COUNTY, WYOMING.
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